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Art Unit: 2155 

Detailed Action 

Claims 1-21 are pending in this Office Action. 



Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statements filed on papers 2 and 3 have been considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 1 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which apphcant regards as the 
invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "said second client" in claim 1, line 16. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claim 1-6, 14-15, 18-19, 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C- 102(b) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent No- 5,987,508 by Agraharam et al. 
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Regarding claim 1, a method of providing user-relative addressing in a computer network 
environment (Agrahai*am: col 3, lines 24-28), the method comprising: 

associating a plurality of user-relative destinations with a corresponding plurality of 
actions (Agraharam: col. 3, lines 59-66; col. 4, lines 13-24); 

receiving a first user-relative destination (Agraharam: col. 3, lines 52-56); 

receiving user identification information (Agraharam: col. 3, lines 56-59); 

identifying a first action in the plurality of actions associated with the first user-relative 
destination (Agraharam: col. 3, lines 59-66; col. 4, lines 13-24); and 

deteraiining a first absolute destination based on the first action and the user 
identification information (Agraharam: col. 3, hues 59-66; col 4, lines 13-24; Figure 2). 

Regarding claim 2, the method of claim 1, wherein the network includes a directory server, and 
wherein the deteiTnination of the first absolute destination is made by retrieving from the 
directoiy server the first absolute destination based on the first action and the user identification 
information (Agraharam: col 4, lines 1-12), 

Regarding claim 3, the method of claim 2, wherein the directory server is an LDAP server 
(Agraharam: col 4, liens 1-12). 

Regarding claim 4, the method of claim 1 , wherein the user identification information is an email 
address (Agraharam: col. 3, lines 55). 

Regarding claim 5, the method of claim 1 , wherein the user identification information is a user 
name (Agraharam: col 5, lines 24-37; col 3, lines 56-69; telephone number is like ausemame). 

Regarding claim 6, the method of claim 1, wherein the first absolute destination is an email 
address (Agrahai'am: col 3, line 66). 
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Regarding claim 14, a computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions for 
performing a method of providing user-relative addressing in a computer network (Agraharam: 
col. 3, lines 24-28) comprising: 

associating a plurality of user-relative destinations with a corresponding plurality of 
actions (Agraharam: col. 3, lines 59-66; col. 4, lines 13-24); 

receiving a first user-relative destination (Agraharam: col. 3, lines 52-56); 

receiving user identification information (Agraharam: col. 3, hnes 56-59); 

identifying a first action in the plurality of actions associated with the first user-relative 
destination (Agraharam: col. 3, lines 59-66; col 4, lines 13-24); and 

determining a first absolute destination based on the first action and the user 
identification information (Agraharam: col. 3, lines 59-66; col. 4, lines 13-24; Figure 2). 

Regarding claim 15, the medium of claim 14, wherein the network includes a directory server, 
and wherein the determination of the first absolute destination is made by retrieving fi-om the 
directory server the first absolute destination based on the first action and the user identification 
information (Agraharam: col 4, lines 1-12). 

Regarding claim 18, a method of providing user-relative addressing in a computer network 
(Agraharam: col. 3, hnes 24-28), the method comprising: 

receiving a communication including destination information (Agraharam: col 3, lines 
52-56) and sender identification information (Agraharam: col 3, lines 56-59), the destination 
information including a first sender-relative destination (Agraharam: col 3, lines 52-56); 

determining whether the destination information specifies a sender-relative destination 
(Agaraharam also teaches 3, lines 51-66); 

accessing a sender record based on the received sender identification information 
(Agraharam: col 4, lines 1-12; accessing the database records comparing the telephone with the 
registered accts); 

providing action information identifying a plurality of actions associated with a plurality 
of sender-relative destinations (Agrahai'am: col 3, lines 59-66; col 4, lines 13-24); 
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identifying a first action in the action information based on the received destination 
information (Agraharam: col 3, lines 51-66), the first action associated with the first sender- 
relative destination (Agraharam: col. 3, line 66); 

identifying a first attribute in the sender record based on the first action and the received 
destination information (Agraharam: col. 4, lines 1-12, col. 3, lines 51-66; matching the address 
and the telephone number), 

deteimining a first absolute destination based on the first attribute (Agraharam: col. 3, 
lines 59-66). 

Regarding claim 19, the method of claim 18, wherein the network includes a directory server 
(Agraharam: col. 4, lines 1-12), and wherein the sender record is accessed fi-om the directory 
server (Agraharam: col 4, lines 1-12), and wherein the determination of the first absolute 
destination is made by retrieving fi*om the directoiy server the first absolute destination based on 
the first attribute (Agraharam: col. 4, lines 1-12; col 3, hues 59-66). 

Regarding claim 21, the method of claim 18, and further comprising: 

accessing a plurality of employee records based on the first action (Agraharam: col. 4, 
lines 1-12; looking up the translation data); 

comparing a first attribute in each employee record with the first attribute in the sender 
record (Agraharam: col 3, lines 51-66; compare the telephone number with the translated 
address); 

identifying employee records with a first attribute that matches the first attribute of the 
sender's record (Agraharam: col 3, line 66; col. 4, lines 1-12), 

determining a plurality of absolute destinations based on the identified employee records 
(Agraharam: col 3, hne 66; col 4, lines 1-12). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S,C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the nivention was made. 

Claims 7-10, 16, 17, 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No. 5,987,508 by Agraharam et al in view of U.S, Patent No. 6,442,589 by 
Takahashi. 

Claims 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
No. 6,587,540 by Weik in view of U.S. Patent No. 6438,583 by McDoweU et al. 

Regarding claim 7, 

The Agraharam reference teaches the method of claim 1 , of relative addressing in email. 
The Agraharam reference does not explicitly state forwarding to more than one email 
address. 

The Takahashi reference teaches the destination is a plurality of email addresses 
(Takahashi: col. 7, lines 2-10; Figure 4). 

The Takahashi reference further teaches the invention overcomes drawbacks of being 
away from the computer allowing users to customize selection of messages to be converted or 
forwarded to receive time sensitive email messages or documents (Takahashi: col. 2, lines 28- 
col 3, line 30). 

Therefore it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to create the method of user relative addressing as taught by Agraharam while 
forwarding to more than one email address as taught by Takahashi in order to help users receive 
time sensitive email messages or documents through the fomarding filter (Takahashi: col. 2, 
lines 28- col. 3, line 30). 

Claims 8-10 are rejected under the same rationale given above. In the rejections set 
fourth, the examiner will address the additional limitations and point to the relevant teachings of 
Agraharam et al and Takahashi et al. 
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Regarding claim 8, the method of claim 1, wherein the first absolute destination is a fax phone 
number (Takahashi: col. 6, lines 65-67; Figure 4). 

Regarding claim 9, the method of claim 1, wherein the first absolute destination is a plurality of 
fax phone numbers (Takahashi: col 6, lines 65-67; Figure 4). 

Regarding claim 10, the method of claim 1, and further comprising providing a mapping table 
that associates the plurality of user-relative destinations with the corresponding plurality of 
actions (Takahashi: col 7, line 19- line 36; Figure 4). 

Regarding claim 16, 

The Agraharam reference teaches the medium of claim 14, relative addressing in email 

The Agraharam reference does not explicitly state fomarding to a fax number. 

The Takahashi reference teaches wherein the first absolute destination is a fax phone 
number (Takahashi: col 6, lines 65-67; Figure 4). 

The Takahashi reference further teaches the invention overcomes drawbacks of being 
away fi'om the computer allowing users to customize selection of messages to be converted or 
fomarded to receive time sensitive email messages or documents (Takahashi: col 2, lines 28- 
col 3, line 30). 

Therefore it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to create the medium of user relative addressing as taught by Agraharam while 
forwarding to a fax number as taught by Takahashi in order to help users receive time sensitive 
email messages or documents through the foi-warding filter (Takahashi: col. 2, lines 28- col. 3, 
line 30). 

Claim 17 is rejected under the same rationale given above. In the rejections set fourth, the 
examiner will address the additional limitations and point to the relevant teachings of Agraharam 
et al and Takahashi et al 
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Regarding claim 17, the medium of claim 14, wherein the method further comprises providing a 
mapping table that associates the plurality of user-relative destinations with the corresponding 
plurality of actions (Takahashi: col. 7, line 19- line 36; Figure 4). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , 

The Weik reference teaches a network device configured to be coupled to a computer 
network (Weik: Figure 1, tag 10), the network device comprising: 

a receiver for receiving a communication (Weik: col. 1, lines 34-42; Figure 1, tag 1), the 
communication including destination information and sender identification information (Weik: 
col. 1, lines 36-52; col. 2, lines 37-43); 

search information identifying searches associated with sender-relative destinations 
(Weik: col. 2, lines 20-25; lines 37-44); and 

a controller coupled to the receiver, the controller configured to: identify whether the 
destination information specifies a sender-relative destination (Weik: col. 2, lines 37-44); 
perform at least one search of the directory server based on the stored search information and the 
sender identification information if the destination information specifies a sender-relative 
destination (Weik: col. 2, lines 44-61); and identify at least one absolute destination based on the 
search (Weik: col. 2, lines 62-66). 

The Weik reference does not explicitly state a directoiy server. 

The McDowell reference teaches LDAP with a directory server (McDowell: col 6, lines 
12-18; Figure 12) and memory (McDowell: col. 16, hues 8-20) to find an absolute destination for 
the email to be forwarded to (McDowell: col. 3, lines 38-64). 

The McDowell reference further teaches the invention overcomes lost email because of 
defunct email addresses by eliminating bouncing of inaccurately addressed emails with the 
foi"ward file (McDowell: col. 1, lines 29-42). 

Therefore it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to create the network device for searching sender information fi*om a communication as 
taught by Weik while utilizing a directory server to forward the message as taught by McDowell 
in order to reduce lost and bounced email (McDowell: col. 1, lines 29-42). 
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Claims 12-13 are rejected under the same rationale given above. In the rejections set 
fourth, the examiner will address the additional limitations and point to the relevant teachings of 
Weik and McDowell et al. 

Regarding claim 12, the network device of claim 1 1 , wherein the memory stores a mapping table 
that includes the search information identifying searches associated with sender-relative 
destinations (Weik: col. 2, lines 44-61). 

Regarding claim 13, the network device of claim 1 1, wherein the memory stores an address 
resolving process (Weik: col 2, lines 44-61), and wherein the controller is configured to identify 
the at least one absolute destination based on infonnation in the stored mapping table and in the 
stored address resolving process (Weik: col. 2, lines 62-66). 

Regarding claim 20, 

The Agraharam reference teaches the method of claim 18, for user-relative addressing. 

The Agraharam reference does not expUcitly state a mapping table. 

The Takahashi reference teaches a mapping table that associates the plurality of actions 
with the plurality of sender-relative destinations (Takahashi: col 7, line 19- line 36; Figure 4). 

The Takahashi reference further teaches the invention overcomes drawbacks of being 
away fi-om the computer allowing users to customize selection of messages to be converted or 
forwarded to receive time sensitive email messages or documents (Takahashi: col 2, lines 28- 
col 3, line 30). 

Therefore it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to create the medium of user relative addressing as taught by Agraharam while using a 
mapping table as taught by Takahashi in order to help users receive time sensitive email 
messages or documents through the forwarding filter (Takahashi: col 2, lines 28- col 3, line 30). 
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Prior Art 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

U. S. Patent No. 5,905,777 issued to Foladare et al also teaches email forwarding and 
dissemination to a plurality of numbers, faxes, email address. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin R Bruckart whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0324. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:30 PM with every other Friday off 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on (703) 308-6662. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306 for regular 
communications and After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-0324. 

Benjamin R Bruckart 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2155 



Conclusion 



brb 

July 1,2004 



HOSAIN NJM 
SUPERVBOBY PATOCT EXAMINER 



